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Southern Delaware Coastal Resilience Plan
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Our mission is to preserve, 
protect, and restore the 
Delaware Inland Bays and 
their watershed.
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Our mission is to preserve, 
protect, and restore the 
Delaware Inland Bays and 
their watershed.

We achieve this through 
science-based: research, 
restoration, education, 
outreach, public policy, and 
advocacy.
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“A healthy and resilient watershed, 
where diverse wildlife and habitats 

thrive, and all who live, work, and visit 
contribute to its betterment as informed 

stewards.”
— Delaware Center for the Inland Bays 

Vision Statement
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Resilience is the 
ability to adapt to 

changing conditions 
and withstand—and 

rapidly recover 
from—disruption 

due to emergencies. 

Image Credit: Driscoll Drones 7



Audience Participation
● Four rounds
● Online folks - send me answers via email
● Can send in after each round
● Inroom folks- paper at your table
● You do not have to participate- but
● Your anonymous answers will be part of 

our next steps - Be the Change
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Resiliency has:

Resilient Economy

Resilient People

Resilient Society

Resilient Built Environments

Resilient Natural Environments

What is missing?
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Audience Participation

Thank you.

10



Why is coastal resilience so important to 
our communities?
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“…improvements in air 
quality in India 
resulted from favorable 
meteorological 
conditions… unlikely 
to persist as the 
climate changes. . .” 



“Nature-based solutions are sustainable planning, 
design, environmental management and engineering 
practices that weave natural features or processes into the 
built environment to promote adaptation and resilience.” 

- Building Community Resilience with Nature-Based Solutions (FEMA, 2021)
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“Nature-based solutions are sustainable planning, 
design, environmental management and engineering 
practices that weave natural features or processes into the 
built environment to promote adaptation and resilience.” 

- Building Community Resilience with Nature-Based Solutions (FEMA, 2021)

16delawarelivingshorelines.org



Audience Participation
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What nature based solutions can we (CIB and its partners) implement 
in the next five years in the Inland Bays?
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What nature based solutions can we (CIB and its partners) implement 
in the next five years in the Inland Bays?  (some of our answers)

Living shorelines Environmental education

Reforestation Land-use policies

Wetland creation/enhancement HOA bylaws

Oyster Reef creation/enhancement

Answers to share?
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Audience Participation

Thank you.
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Community 
Conversations

Strategies For 
Information Collection

Online 
Questionnaire

Outcomes

Southern Delaware Coastal Resilience Plan
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Community 
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Shared Vision Document

Participatory Science Tools

Inland Bays GIS Data Hub
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Community 
Conversations

Coast Forward 
Summit

Spatial GIS 
Mapping Layers

Online 
Questionnaire

25

Small groups of community members will 
discuss climate resilience and solutions in 
facilitated conversations



Audience Participation
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Southern Delaware Coastal Resilience Plan

What areas of concern do you 
have with a changing climate?



Erosion Air Quality

Habitat Loss Soil Quality

Water Quality Flooding

Storms Extreme Temperatures
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Erosion Air Quality

Habitat Loss Soil Quality

Water Quality Flooding

Storms Extreme Temperatures

29

Southern Delaware Coastal Resilience Plan

Now rank them. No ties. Include all of these as well as any 
additional ones you’ve identified. Work in groups of 4-6.



Feedback

Do all of our suggested ones have merit?

What other(s) should we add?
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Audience Participation

Thank you.
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Community 
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Coast Forward 
Summit
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33

Participants will draw from across the 
professional and community resources.
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Conversations

Coast Forward 
Summit

Spatial GIS 
Mapping Layers

Online 
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https://de-firstmap-delaware.hub.arcgis.com/
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Conversations

Coast Forward 
Summit

Spatial GIS 
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Online 
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36

Participants can complete the survey from 
their phones or computers.



Audience Participation
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Southern Delaware Coastal Resilience Plan

Rank the climate strategies you would be interested in 
seeing implemented from most to least interest.

● Resilience 
● Resistance (Heavy Infrastructure/Sea Walls)
● Rebuild (Start Overs) 
● Mitigate (Sacrifice Zones)
● Migrate
● Other



Audience Participation

Thank you.

39



Outcomes

Shared Vision Document

Participatory Science Tools

Inland Bays GIS Data HubOnline publication of shared vision for the 
next 50 years including recommendations 
for language and actions to increase the 

use of nature-based solutions. 40

https://www.chesapeake.org/stac/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/CESR-Report-in-Brief-final.pdf


Outcomes

Shared Vision Document

Participatory Science Tools

Inland Bays GIS Data Hub
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https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/?open=web&embed=jsapi&id=c63c0219fe4e41d790532ab4dc2fb45f&version=latest&jsApiVersion=latest&host=https%253A%252F%252Fstorymaps.arcgis.com&hide=navbar,footer,theme
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https://maps.coastalresilience.org/newjersey/
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https://arcg.is/1DWnai

Please answer 
our Questionnaire:

45

https://arcg.is/1DWnai

